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GAS VS. WOOD BURNING     
FIRE PITS  
There are several differences 
between gas and wood fireplaces, 
but there’s no “right” or “wrong” 
choice. The best option depends on 
your home, lifestyle and preferences. 
To determine which style best suits 
you, think about how often you’ll 
use it, the atmosphere you’d like to 
create, the level of maintenance you 
have time for and your budget.

FEATUREFEATURE GAS FIREPLACEGAS FIREPLACE WOOD FIREPLACEWOOD FIREPLACE

HEAT OUTPUT

Provides steady, controllable 
heat; generally better  
for heating medium  

spaces efficiently.

Can produce strong radiant 
heat, but temperature 
is harder to control and 

depends on wood quality.

EXPERIENCE
Clean and simple, but less 

atmosphere, no crackle  
or woodsmoke smell.

Classic campfire feel with 
crackle, aroma and glow; 
more “cozy” experience.

EMISSIONS

Burns clean, releasing  
fewer pollutants and  

almost no smoke.

Produces smoke and CO₂; 
modern fireplaces meet  
EPA standards but still  

less clean than gas.

EASE OF USE
Extremely convenient,  

just flip a switch;  
no storage or cleanup.

Requires effort to chop/buy 
wood, build fires,  

tend flames and clean ashes.

SAFETY
Consistent flame,  

no sparks, safer to run with 
minimal supervision.

Sparks, flying embers  
and hot logs require more 
supervision and caution.

MAINTENANCE
Needs annual inspection  

and cleaning; little to  
no daily upkeep.

Needs annual inspection plus 
regular chimney sweeps, ash 
removal and wood storage.

COST

Installation of a gas line is 
expensive, but propane 

setups are cheaper. 
Operating costs depend on 
natural gas/propane prices.

Often cheaper to build 
initially. Ongoing  

costs include purchasing 
firewood unless you  

cut your own.


